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GovERNMENT NOTICES ® GOEWERMENTSKENNISGEWINGS

DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY, FISHERIES AND THE ENVIRONMENT

NO. 561 25 June 2021

HATIONAL ENVIROMMENTAL MANAGEMENT: WASTE ACT, 2004
(ACT N, 59 OF 2008}

HATIONAL NORMS AND STANDARDS FOR URGAHIC WASTE COMPOETING

|, Barbara Dallas Crescy, Minister of Forestey, Flshenies and the Envirpamend, in berme ol sectians 7[1)c)
and 7i2}(a)] of the Natonal Envireamental Management: Wasie Act, 2008 JAct No. 59 of H108), hereby
set the natlonal Horms and Standands for organic washe compesling for implementadion, as set oul m lhe
Schedule herek
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BAREBARA DALLAS CREECY
MINISTER OF FORESTRY, FISHERIES AND THE ENVIRONMENT
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1. DEFINITIONS

In these Moms and Sandards, ey wod o expression 10 which 3 rmeaning has been assigned in e
Matipnal Environmental Management Waste Act, 2008 [Acl Mo, 58 of 2008} haz the meaning =0
assigned, and unkess the context obwrwise indicatos —

“bast practicable anvlronmental ophion” means the opllen thad pravides the mosi benefit or causes
e ksl damege ta the environment as & whole. at 8 cosl acceptable fo society, in the ong b as wel
as in the short berm;

“eomposl” & 3 product of contralfed asobic, biokegical decomposition of kodegradable malerals. The
orjanks washe undergoes mesophilic and hermophilic temperalures, which significanty reduces the
viability of pathogens and wamd saeds, and stabilizes he carban such thal it is beneficial o plant growth,

“compastable organic wasta™ means cartion-based matarials of animal ar plant angin thal naturally
anhances farlility of soil but excludes hurman made arganic chemigals and naturally ocourrmg omanic
chemicals which hawe been refined or concantraled By human aobty. and health-cang rish washe;

“composting” mears a conlmlled biological process in which cranic matedials are beoken down by
MICr-organisms by means of an aerakc and anaerobic proftassas 4o produce sormpost or ierilber;

"containment Baree” refers o 3 suilable suface on which crgane wasle is processed through
cormposling which protects e erironment hom polential cortamination wilh excessive autrionls,

“envirenmental authority™ rmeans any parson or representativas from @ nallenal, provingial ard bocal
gavem menl authorizad 1o gondugt an inspeclions or audits at the facility;

Herthlizar” meaans any substance wheeh 15 inkended or offered o be used 1or improving or mainkaining
the: grawwth of plants or the productivity of Ehe soil;

“handling” means funclions associated with the movemenl of waste, including shorage, reatment.
transgaration and wltinkate dispasal, by e use of manual sysbams o mechancd sysiems:

“hazardous crganle waste” means any waste that contams oganic ekments or compowneds $hal may,
owing ta dheir inhererd physical, chemical or toxicological charactensbics of ihal wesle, hawa adatrimarial
impacd o human headth znd the enviconment, and has been classfed interms of e Wasie Classifaton
and Managemen! Requlsiions in sccomdance dn SANE 1034,

“inlecticus organks waste” moans arganic waste which conlans of may be reasonably presumed o
contain pahogens winch narmally cause o significanily contilbwle 10 the cauge ot morkidity or mortality
Im hurman beings:;

“Imachale” maans watar thal haz parco ated fhrough andior been generated By deggrmposdion of amanc
washa malarial;

“Gal ahorty™ nmeeans e districl or [ocal muonlslpallty hat governs waste byslaws and enyronmental
heaith matles in e releyanl gecgraphical ares;
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“monitoring” means continuous or nereconlineaus measureresnt of & conceniration or ather parameders
for perpose of axsessment or control of amaronmenlal guakly or exposure and 1he inlemretation of such
measurements;

“national authorly® means the natanal depadment respansitle for te envimnment;

“non-confprming wasta'™ means organic or incigane wasie that is rat permitted to be processed at the
composting faclly in femis of the Roilify's approved envircnmental management prograrmme or wastka
Ihai has boen determined by Whe compesing facilily cperaice notl b0 be accepied; or waste that |5
otherdise nol sultable as per rese Morms and Sandands,”

“offansive odour™ means any smel which is conskdered ko be malodomus or 3 nuisance ke a reascnable
REISsnN.

*organle Rertillzer® means & ferikzer manufacired from substanses of anlmal or plant origin, or &
mixiure of suth substances, and that is free of any substances hat can be hambul 1o man, ammal, plant
or the envirsment containing al least 40 g'ky prescrbed plan nulients;

“organlc shodge” means a thick, scdl, wet mud or & =amilar viscous midure of Bquid and solicd
SOMOONENDS SonslEing mainly of prgan matter, odluding ineabed sewage sludge;

“organics™ means bolh processed and unprocsssed coempaslable organic waste;

"organic wasta” means waste of bickgical origin which can be broken down, in 3 reasonable amount
of time, infe itg base compounds by micro-crganisms and gther living things;

“premises”™ maans 2 bukding or slreclane, land or an area (whedner encloged or nod), or a mobile plant;
and

“provincial auhority™ means the provincisd depardment responsible for te environmenl and e

Snitharity qovaming the impéarmantation of composting facitity plans and design, audil assessmeants and
compdance and enforeament matlers.

2. PLURPOSE
(1}  The purprese of these Morms 2ad Standands |5 1o--
(ay  provide a national uniform approach relating o conimiling the compasting of Qran: washa
al 2 [acility thal Falls within the Hreshokd in ordar fo presvan] or muinirm|se palenlial negative
irmpatta an the bio-physical aed soa0-ecenamic envirgnmenl. and

(b} ensure impkementation of he besl prachicable enyiconenental option in the composling o
organic wasbe.

3. APPLICATION OF THE NATICNAL NORMS AND STAMDARDS

(1) Thesa Momms and Btandards apply to organic-wasle compesting facilifies thay have ihe capacity b
process compastable organic wasle, in excess of 10 konmes per day.
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(20 The dwmer of B0 ofgane wasks composhing facility with & capaoty bo procass less than 10 tonnes
per day of organic wasle must régister i terms of clause 373) of dhese Nams and Standards, and
align with the: requirements of applicabie inteqraled waste manzqament by-daws, and comply with
the princaple OF duly of cana ag conlained m seclion 28 of the Natloeal Eraronmental Managemenl
Al 1998 (Act Ho, 107 of 1538).

(3]  The gpplication must 23 a8 minimom include--

(@]  The mama of the ownenapestor af the faclily whees the aclivity is interded to lake place;

(b]  The name of the [ard awnes;

lgp  Thedenfificalion number of the ownenoperator or the company registrafion numbsr ol the
compasling facilily;

{d)  Coniact datails of both e Facility cwnerloperatar and the land owner;

{a)  Tha lpeation of the Facility in ferns of the name of fhe local muslsipaily. Ed numbsr and
geographical eoordinates;

i The saze of the facly;

im)  The provdmily of the facility to the nearest residential area; and

thi  The land use or zoaing.

(dp  An omanic waste composting faciliy must comply with thase Noms and Standards withaut he
requiarvent of obtaming 2 waste managarent e in terms of the Nabona? Environments!
Management; Waste Acl 2008 (Aol o 58 of 20083,

4. APPLICATION FOR THE ESTAELIGHMENT OF AN ORGANIC WASTE COMPOSTING
FACILITY

{11 &n application Iz establish an omanic waste compesking Maclity must be submitbed b e @lavan
provingial authority.

21 An envircnmentd managemant programma compiled by the facilidy oowner of efyvimomental
consullan] myst deary descrbye the compesiing processes and measures 1 be pat in place ho
prokect both people and the envirment,

{2y The enwronmental managermenl piogramme must lom part of he applicalion o ba approved by
the provincial suthorily.

(4} Approval of the design plans, waste bypas 1o be compesied and operational processes 16 be used
must ba obtaingd from the provincial authorty before commencing with any compasting activiy

(2 Building plans approved by the local authoribty far e esiablishment of an omanic waste
Sompdaatng facality miyst e submited with the appheatian o he provingial authorty.

(Bl The prosandaal autharily has & perlod of %0 days b proczss a0 2eplicalion and it is the responsibiliny
ol the apphcant bo engure thal 21l M necessary documents are submitted bo the provincial authority
with the applicaban

(F] & compost facility operatar msl nobfy the local autharity 14 days prior ko commencament of
construction of a compasting facility to obtain proct of permission from the local aotharity, 1o
£nnstruct and operae the composling facility prior o cormansermant of consindclion,

5  REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTICH OF AM ORGANIC WASTE
COMPGETING FACILITY
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An orgame waste compoating fecility musl nat be canalrictad in an emamnmentally sensive ares
such 3s a floodplain, water regource. wetiand and any ciher congénvalion or prolected arsa, and it
st conferm b Zoning requiraments as determined by the relevant oacal authority.

AN organe waste cemposing faciily must be constructad inoan area thal is accessile o
EMERJENCY response persannel and equipment.

Conlainment bamers must be risk based, and the fype of wasie 1o be prcessed and the mmedate
recaiving enionmant must be considared ko quantify he type of containment barmers o pul in
place in cansulation with the pravingial authgrity. Tha containment barriars mostbe pracical and
be able & wilhsiand the heayy machivsry aasoialed with the Sompasting actvibes wherg
applicable.

IF required, based on the composting method thal will be used, & kachate collection sysiem must
b Jersigned, and it must prevent bath ground and surface water poliulion, soil pollution and edour
prbbarn s,

The eonslruction and aperabanal bmes. a5 well a3 noise lewels must cormply wilh relavan
apmicable legislation, including municypeal by-laws in order 10 minimise the mpact of noise on e
sumoUTing properties.

The appreach read to the organic waste comgasting facility must hawa 3 hard surface for heayy
vohicias, offoading composiable matenal, lo prevent muddy sraas during he wet soasons.

Ao gted urder constructon rasl be demarcated o prevent unguthonsed access durdng the
consintion phase

A organic waste composting facilily must be dessgned and constructed in such a manner that the
finished compaost which has been fully treaded is nod contaminaled with the nun-off from untreated
or parialky irealad compos], washs or (2w mateals.

The destan of an arganic wasie camposieng Tacilily mustinclude divarting starrmwater fram rainfal
events, away mom the working o shorage area

REQUIREMENTS FOR FECURITY AND ACCESS CONTRIH

The site musi be lenced off and secured in @ manner thal will preévent unawhorsed entry bo the
areas ol the omanic wasie compasting Facility used for receiving, sioring and processing of
Qryanics. process resduss and contamingted makenals.

Inganming raw malanials must ba nspacted before antering tha facility and the composting systen.
Uport inspecllon, non-confarming waste musl be divered o & relevan] Boensed washe
management facility,

RESUIREMENTS DURING DPERATIONAL PHASE

Minimisaticn of arbome emissns

{a)  Operafional measures must be put in place ko immediakely blend a carbon source or cover
wilh mature compost any highly bicdegradable organics such s food waste, oRjanic sludge
ard puirescible waske (o rmanimse offensive odour emissions that may be generated by
pealenisally odarous wasbe.

i) Un-surfaced ioads, un-grassed of unpaved areas, which give nise by dust, must be reguEarly
wakered o her effeclive dusl conirgd measuras Implamanted, 10 reshic! dust 1 kewels
which do not poze 2 threst te heman health or e etaranment Spesd rducing messores
such as speed humps and speed limit signage must be infroduced.

ig]  GCwganics that are being processed must always be kept reasonably moist (at least 25%
(rmimyp moistura conlent} t mininse the amissions of arbame pathogens.
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(d}  Emmsiong of methane in agrobic prodesses must ba confrolled by keepng the oaancs
being processed adequalely zeraled.

(g} The schedul of wming of the compost shoukd deperd on the composting method being
empkayed at the lacility s mast cankarm 12 1he emdaronmental managarnent progracmme

ifi  Facility management mual put meagures in place 1o confrol high concentralions of aidame
particulate matter dunng pre-treatment [shredding and mizing} of dey oegans.

(g) Employess at compesting and related crganic-processing operalions must be probectsd
aqainst high levels of exposure fo airbcme parficulate malter by ansuring thal design
lealures and operational measures are sircthy followad and monitored, and apeoprats
personal profeclive squipment is wom Dy empkyees

Managameni of waste generated ai the organic waske compaating [ty

(a]  Any liquid and salid wasle generabed al the onganic waste composting facilily, including
confaminaled proaducts and pracess residuals not sulfable for beneficial procassang at the
organic wasle compaosting faclily, must be slored in Such 3 manner &5 1o prevent waler and
s0il pollufion &nd amenity impacis, in accordante wilh the reguirements specified in the
Morms and Standards for Storage of Waste published in ferms of Govemment Nofice
Mo 826 in Govemmant Gazoife Ao, I708E, on 29 Novermber 2013,

(b)  Cvganic wasta comgosting Faciliies must comply with 1he following requirensants for {he
management of waate—

fil  ‘Wasle gererated at the composling [acilily mes! be sorled al source inte various
caegorias (recyclables and non-racyciables) and a decumenled procedurs must ba
impdernanied 0 prevent any mixing of hazardows and ganeral wasta,

(] Lquict waste must be stored in leak resistant containers which must be inspecied
waekly foreary deteclion of lkaks;

fi} Leachaie genersbed al 4 compeasbreg laclity and escess waler generated tinough
receiving wel wasle must be used on sie iomoresse lhe moesiure cantent of compost
heaps to [Ecilitate dacomposibon;

(W) Ewpess water gengralad from rainiall, musl be ased on site to conirol dusl ang he
duwzl mwsl nol exgeed the maxinam aBowae limils stipolated in the Mational Dust
Conlrul Regulationg af Gevemment Nobce REZT of Goeednmen] Gazedts 35074 o
07 Menembser 2013

(v The liquid waste containess must be of sufficient sirength and sinciural Intearity 10
ensure that they are unlikely b burst or kak i heir ardieany use;

[vi) ‘\Waste that is zpilled or camed by wind durirg operetion, handling or storage must be
caniamad,

(wii) Hazrardows wasle musl ba stored in covered containers thal are only openad when
waste i added or ermplizd and the waste must not be ke at levele that frigoer ather
lizted achivilies.

[wiil)  Chresibe fuelhng atd seracing of consiruclion aquiprment and motor vehicles muest onby
cccur on designated impermeable surface wihin 4 bonded ares, and

(i) Crganic waste composting facilities must regrsier wilh 3 Waste Information System
in larms of the Mational Waste Informaticn System Regulations, 2012 published
under Governmeni Nolica Ho. R. B25 in Govemmen! Gazefte No 25582 on 13 August
2.

Stockpiling of meoming and procéssed arganios
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(&} Theé quandrties ffonnage or kilegrams) of incommy and procéss wasle must at all imas not
exceed fhe design requivements for Ihe receiving storede and processing arsas,

(E]  The mass (kons or malric ons) af all inceming compostable organic waste must be weighed
o eshimaked by detarminiog 1he densily of the waste and muliplying o by the volome of
waste récéived, and the recomds thereaf must be safely kepd at the Facility or company offics
for a pericd of § years.

{c}  Operational measures must ba putin place o ensure tat the slorage trmes far oranics ane
corlrolled fe rinimisa amigskng of offensve ooours.

{d)  Dasign and eperatlenal measures must prevent eonlaminatan of final products.

{]  Cther wask sleams ket have acoumulaled on site, such 35 packaging of mised wasle
sireams must not be stored on site for more than 2 weeks.

Firg and mathane qas rmanagerment
fay A fire management plan o stratedy muest Be in place and al kast contain the following;

{n  Suffioent frefghtirgy equipment thal & kept n good working conditions and
approprizte personal proteclive equipment bor lire salely must ba available at the
facHity at all fimes;

iy, There muzt ba clasr signage indicating where tha fire-iighling equipment is in ralatan
16 comnpost heaps and tha equiprant must e within a 10 m dafanes,

imp  [dentifed sourcss of fires hat may resull &l the facility and appropriale operational
procedures to be underlaken 1o bring the fire under contral;

fiw) A lirebraak with 3 predetermined widih as per he relavant legislstion, Local Aubhorily
by-laws or Fine Prolgcton Agancy or bamisr conetniclad arourd the penmsis: of e
gitg b avond the sprgad of fnes;

() Clear signs incal kasl bwd prevabent languages spoken withan the area must be in
place and shoukd nform e pabh hal fammable substances are nol permitted on
Ihe: site.

fb)  The design and operafion of serobic compesting must ensure hat the goneration af
methane s minimisad.

(c]  The design and Qperational procedures for 1he crgankc wasie compasing ity musl
enslre thal heap heighls are limited and haaps are menikared for excessive high
fempersiues b prevent sponlanecas combuslian.

Mirmising amenty impacts

{ay  The organic waste composling facility operatar must putin placs megsures 16 contrl pesis,

(B Weads myst be prevanted rom profferating at the premises.

(&) Composhng fackies [nat recewa align of invazive veqetalan must ensues hal seeds do
ik slrvive: in the carnpast through seed gerntination festing.

W ater podlution pravention

(2] The crganic wasbe composting laciiiy mus be dessgned and operated in such & manmar
that surtace water and cther waste streams are prevented from mixing with arganic waste
received, procassed and skored at the premises, inchiding tha Enal prodost.

(b) Al water Ihat has entared fhe processing and stwage ameas muUst ke handied and teated
35 leachate,

Safe slorage and disposal

(@)  The design of the orgamc waste composbng facility must include infrastructura ko sacuraly
store all crganics, confaminated producds, waste and process mesiduss Thal cannaol ba
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baneflcially processed 2t the Tacllily, wntil they can be lewhlly disposed of a1 the facility or
transterred 1o another lacility.

ib]  Proof of waste recyched and &l safe disposal carfificates including wasle mandests mosl be
kap on site al all imes,

GENERAL REQUIREMENTE

These Noms and Stendamds do nol replace any other relevant requirernants sipulaed in feme of
olher legistation.

All infrasiructure sequired for the composting opgeabions must be mainiziced o ersue thal d
funciions affectively and in accordance with the cperanenal requirements znd design parameters.
Fobulion af he alegical s physical envadnments ncluding hakbilats for animal and pland species,
water respurces, [and, sod and air) a5 a resull of operaions within the faciiy must at all firmes be
prevanted.

General waste genarafed durng tha constructon, operation and decommessianng phases of e
Facility mwast ba mangged at a kegally compliant washe managearment faciily,

& Sadoty Dala Sheet for ach of 1he chemical produels utised at the facitily mus be kept on =ita and
In &@sily accessible knation 1o employvess,

&l comgpost inbended for vse as ferfilsers must be registered with e nafional deparrment responslbke
for agricuture and must meet A e necessany raquiremens in ems of he Reaulabans Regarding
Fertilizers, published in Govemnmeant Matios Mo, B.73Z i Government Gazafte Mo, 35666 on 10
Sepitember 2012 issued in larms of the Fertilizers. Fams Feeds, Agricultural Remedies and Slock
Remadles Acl, 1947 (Aot Mo, 36 of 1547, mchisding any amendment.

A compdaings régister must b kept onosite dunng the construction and operational phases as well
=3 delails regarding the manner in which the complaints are being addressed.

Employees must wear protective clathing whan required as prescribed by the compeating facility g
enyiranmental managarnani programme.

An eneilar rgesdar musi ba kapd at the Facility a0 all ineg,

Proper abiubon and decontaminatdn faciiies. Brmanagement and stzft, must be pravided orzie.

TRAINING AND CAPACITY BUILDHNG

A person responsitée for managing a composting facildy musl, during the safaty, health and
environment induchion o al new employees, frain such BmpMoyess an washe rmanagemend inorder
b identify, pravent, minimisa or manage actions or behaviours hal are diksly 1o cause adverss
impacts on air, wakar, iand, fauna and flora a8 a result af sonstruclion, operaion and
dacemrmiseraning of {he fagility,

Membars of stafl al an grgani; wasle compasting compesting Tacility must be Irained fo manage
all types of wasle n accordance wih he peovrsans of these Noms and Standards and any ciher
relevard lagalabive requiremeants applicabie fo compesting Iacilities.

Drganic waste composting facility stal members must ba trained in lire-fighting fechnsues,

MAMAGEMENT OF EMERGENCY SITUATIONS

Ememency response measures must be put in place o daal with any everiuality of fres regulbng from
1he working suraces of af any offuer anea within ihe faclity.

2l incidents which fall within te ambil of section 30 of tha Naticna Enviranmental Managemenit
Bl 1858 (At Mo, 107 of 1998} must be deall with in ackordante wilh that seclion and must be
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MONITORING, ALUDITING AND REFORTING

The site mus! be inspecied by the fanlity aperators or employees on a daily basis bo ansure sarky

defections and addressang of envircnmenial pollion and weekly reperts consalidating e daily

inspections’ Andngs should Be kel on s,

Lompest haap tarmparabara that is high enaugh (o desiiy pathrgsna o the applicable composhng

methad rust b2 rmaiktained and moniored {oe g lime peied required for such composting method.

The nalional, provincial and [ocel authories must be given actess to audd or inspact the Facility 21

any fime and at such frequency as the authority may decids.

Tha audit or inspection repedts drafled by the envirgemeental guthanly must be made available b

Ihe Tagilly operator within gixty (B0} days of e audil ar ngpecthn,

The camposhng faclity manager must, dunng the audit or inspechon, make any records or

documeniation avalatde 1o the adit or inspection 12am as may be raquined.

Safe dispesal ceriticates for hazardous waste ramovad from Goiling must Be kept on recard for a

minimum period of five {7) wears.

& racord af any finding of non-compaance by the envircamanial authonty and bow such non-

sompdignces wete addnegsed musl be kegt in 4 file and prodwtzd wpon reques! by any relevant

compelent saetharity.

Intemnal audids detailing environmantal perkormance of the facility must be conducted every fwebe

(12) months by the compostng faciliny and official repors tareof mgst be prepaned, Each of the

inkermal auddit findangs mus e made availabde 15 the axtemal awdior refemed 1o in sub-paragraph

(4] betow and o the envianimnental authoaly upen request. Audil reparts must be in he Tomast

spadifled by (e pravincial authoaly,

The composting facility muat énsure thal exlemal audits af 1he Facility are conducted awary faenly

four (24] mariths by an independent suditar and the auditor must prepare an cficoal audd repor

dacumenting the audi Andisgs.

Tha axkemal audd report must Ba submilled o fhe peavinglal sattanly upon request and mus!

wlude, Bl ned llmibed b e Tellawing:

fa)  An indicabon of cornpliance of the lacilify with these Momms and Standards and the
compasling Facility's emironmenital management programme a5 approved by the provinal
authority;

(b} Anindication of complianca with any spadfic requirements issued by the relevant suthonty
aither a1 national, provincaal o 1ocal sphens of govemrnenl;

ie]  Anindication of any majer énvironmanlal incidents o non-compliance {hat occumed and
detals af {he manne the weidenls or non-compliance wers addressed;

{dy  An mdication of the presence of records of safe disposal cerilicates for all hazardous and
qeneral waste remaved from the facility; and

(e} An indeaticn /i hazardous wasle 5 sepatated from general waste aid thal such waste is
ramavad by a regiztened wasta handling company (o sither recychen or deposal A licenced
dispisal faciity.

REQLUIREMENTS DURING DECOMMISSONING PHASE

A faciliey W b disconhnged, fof whatswer reasans, must be rehabllitated b the salisfaction of the
premrdial aulhority,

A decommissioning pan for the faclly, including e indication ol end-ke of the area ms be
daveloped and submitfed 1o the prowincial aukharty 3 monthe poor b commencerment ik
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decarmnmissionng.

The site: must be rehabilitated acgording Io the decommissioning plan as spproved by e provinod
autharty.

AN oquiprmant most be remcved Mom the sité, ankss demonstralions are made that the equiprant
that rermaing wall no! have the polential io cause environmental impacks and is needed for subsequeant
uzes of 1he site.

The organic wasts compasling bacdlity manager will reemam respangible for any adwerse impacts
ot the envirgnmen| resuling freen samposting activilies, even after operalions have ceased.

TRANSITIONA| ARRANGEMENTS
A persvn who lawhally conducted an organic waste composting activity priar ta and on fhe dake of
commencemenl of these Norms and Standards must continue with the activily for the durebon as

stipulated in 1he approval, authorisaton o lizence and after the expiry of the approval, authonisation
of licenpa, must coangly 'wilh e provisions of ihese Norms and Standands:

SHORT TITLE AND COMMENCEMENT
Thesa Morms and Standards are calbed the Nome and Sldzads for organic wasle composding,

2020, and wall Gorme [nto oparation on the date o be determined and published By Miniskar in the
Gazoite,
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